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A
ndhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Nai-

du has instructed the Wa-
ter Resources Department
(WRD) to release 3,850 cu-
secs of water into the Jeedi-
palli reservoir under the
�rst phase of the Handri–
Neeva Sujala Sravanthi
(HNSS) Project from July
15. Water from Jeedipalli
will then be used to �ll the
Gollapalli, Marala, and
Cherlopalli reservoirs.

Addressing a review
meeting on major irriga-
tion projects at his camp
o�ce on Saturday, Mr. Nai-
du ordered that water be

released through the
Phase-II canal to Punganur
and Kuppam branch ca-
nals by July 31. 

He said the govern-
ment’s continuous e�orts
over the last one year to
ensure the supply of irriga-
tion water to Rayalaseema
were yielding signi�cant
results, pointing out that
₹3,890 crore had been
sanctioned for HNSS
works. 

With the completion of
the canal extension and
lining works, several areas
in the Rayalaseema region
would receive water to
agricultural �elds for the
�rst time. Water from Jee-
dipalli would also be rout-
ed to the Penna Ahobilam

Balancing Reservoir for 15
days starting July 15. 

Mr. Naidu asked the o�-
cials to implement a com-
prehensive plan for e�-
cient water management,
with particular attention to

recharging the groundwa-
ter. 

O�cials informed Mr.
Naidu that all districts ex-
cept Kadapa have received
normal rainfall so far and
the forecast for the coming
days was optimistic. 

As on date, reservoirs in
the State are holding 419
tmc ft of water, which is a
signi�cant increase from
the 182 tmc ft stored at the
same time last year.

Mr. Naidu stressed on
the need to fully utilise the
in�ows coming through
the HNSS and Pothireddy-
padu system for �lling re-
servoirs across Rayalasee-
ma. 

He noted that major
projects in the Penna ba-

sin, including Somasila
and Kandaleru, were well-
positioned to store water,
and irrigation should be
prioritised before �lling
the reservoirs. 

Mr. Naidu ordered the
immediate commence-
ment of Galeru–Nagari ca-
nal works to supply water
to Kadapa and called for
tenders to be issued with-
out delay for Phase-II of the
Handri–Neeva canal to sup-
ply water to the southern-
most parts of Chittoor
district

He instructed the o�-
cials to ensure the comple-
tion of Veligonda project in
Prakasam district by June
2026, and Polavaram Left
Canal works by July 31. 

Due focus should be laid
on expediting the con-
struction of Uttarandhra ir-
rigation projects, and all
outstanding works in the
Vamsadhara–Nagavali lin-
kage project must be com-
pleted at the earliest. The
Uttarandhra Sujala Sravan-
thi project should be inte-
grated with those systems,
the Chief Minister said.

Mr. Naidu stressed the
need for comprehensive
water auditing by Vassar
Labs to ensure e�cient
planning and resource util-
isation. 

Water Resources Minis-
ter Nimmala Rama Naidu
and senior o�cials took
part in the meeting held in
virtual mode.

Naidu orders release of water into Jeedipalli
reservoir under HNSS Project from July 15 
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The city may soon see a
major transformation of its
tra�c management system
with Arti�cial Intelligence
(AI) driven innovations
aimed at easing congestion
and improving road safety.

The Greater Visakhapat-
nam Municipal Corpora-
tion (GVMC) has initiated
steps to implement AI-po-
wered tra�c management
solutions. Several IT �rms
including Metafusion (Noi-
da), NEC, Data Corp (Ben-
galuru), CMS Computers
(Mumbai), and Brihaspati
Technologies (Hyderabad)
have already conducted pi-
lot projects in the city. 

The �rms presented
proposals to MP M. Sribha-
rat, District Collector M.
Harendhira Prasad, City
Police Commissioner
Shankhabratha Bagchi,
and GVMC Commissioner
Ketan Garg during a meet-
ing held on July 4.

Speaking about the in-

itiative, GVMC Commis-
sioner Ketan Garg empha-
sised the need for
advanced systems to e�ec-
tively regulate growing
tra�c demands. The pro-
posed system will automat-
ically detect and penalise
tra�c violations such as ov-
er-speeding, riding with-
out helmets, jumping red
lights, illegal parking, and
wrong-side driving. Viola-
tors will be issued challans
in real time through auto-
mated monitoring, he said.

“Facial recognition tech-
nology is also expected to
be introduced. This will
enable law enforcement to
identify individuals with
criminal records and alert
relevant police stations
through the Command and
Control Centre,” he added.
Another major component
of the plan is the synchro-
nisation of tra�c signals at
key junctions. The upgrad-
ed signal system will adapt
dynamically to tra�c vol-
umes, minimising conges-
tion during peak hours.

Vehicles waiting for the tra�ic light to turn green at a busy junction

near Asilmetta in Visakhapatnam on Saturday. K.R. DEEPAK
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AI innovations to soon
streamline tra�c in
Visakhapatnam 

The management of Sri
Bhramarambha Mallikarju-
na Swamy temple, Srisai-
lam, has facilitated getting
free sparsha darshan to-
kens online.

The management had
recently commenced the
free sparsha darshan facili-
ty for four days in a week
for the convenience of the
common devotees. The
temple management start-
ed the facility starting July 1

from 1.45 p.m to 3.45 p.m
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays. 

Executive O�cer M. Sri-
nivasa Rao reviewed the ar-
rangements being made at
the queue complexes and
lines on Friday evening
and got positive feedback
from the devotees. For
further convenience of the
devotees, Mr Srinivasa Rao
said it was decided to issue
1,000 tokens online and
devotees can get them
through www.srisailade-
vasthanam.org or

www.aptemples.ap.gov.in.
These tokens can be had

one day in advance and the
devotees have to register
their name, address, Aad-
haar and phone numbers
while getting the tokens.
The tokens will be scanned
and will be veri�ed with
the Aadhaar card of the de-
votee for having transpa-
rency and accountability,
the EO said. The EO asked
the devotees to utilise the
token system for having
hassle-free sparsha dar-
shan. 

Srisailam temple to issue online
tokens for free sparsha darshan 
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NANDYAL A major accident was
averted as an under-con-
struction shed built to pro-
vide shade for the devotees
at ‘Tholi Pavancha’ for up-
coming Giri Pradakshina
festival to be held on July 9
at Simhachalam, collapsed
on Saturday. Fortunately,
no persons were nearby at
the time. Temple executive
o�cer (EO) V. Trinadh Rao
said that the collapse oc-
curred when the contrac-
tor was taking up works
with an earthmover. 

Shed 
collapses
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The city police, in coordination with EAGLE, the
anti-narcotic wing of the Andhra Pradesh
government, arrested two persons, including a
South African National, and seized 25 grams of
cocaine from them on Saturday. The police said
that it was the largest cocaine seizure reported
from the city in the last one year. The police
estimate that the market value of the seized
contraband would be around ₹15 lakh. The
accused have been identi�ed as Ch. Akshay alias
Munna (34), a resident of APSEB Colony in
Seethammadhara, and Thomas Djimon (30),
hailing from Pretoria in South African, currently
residing in Delhi.

2 arrested, 25 gram cocaine
seized in Visakhapatnam 

A third-year pharmacy stu-
dent is reportedly missing
in Madanapalle after alleg-
edly facing humiliation
from the college manage-
ment over clearance of
dues with the hostel. The
20-year-old student from a
remote village in Pedda
Tippasamudram mandal is
pursuing her studies at a
private pharmacy college
in Chinna Tippa Samu-
dram area on the outskirts
of Madanapalle. On Friday,
the girl reportedly left be-
hind a ‘note’ in her hostel
room, which said she
could not bear the public
humiliation, sources said.
(Those having suicidal
thoughts can dial 100).

Pharmacy
student
missing
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MADANAPALLE

With Sri Varaha Lakshmi Nrusimha Swamy’s ‘Giri
Pradakshina’ festival being round the corner,
Collector M.N. Harendhira Prasad on Saturday
conducted a review meeting on the
arrangements being made along the 32-km trek
route. People’s representatives and o�cials from
various departments attended the meeting. Mr.
Harendhira Prasad said that the district
administration is expecting the participation of
around six lakh devotees. The Collector asked
the Police Department to ensure bandobast for
the festival.

Six lakh people likely to take
part in Simhachalam festival 
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